Dear MAFL Fund Contributors & Interested Bystanders,
Just about everywhere the Model looks this week it finds value. We’ve five bets, starting with the Blues on Saturday at the Dome against the Cats and finishing with the last game of the round, the Roos v the Bulldogs at the G on Sunday.
In total, we’ve a record 27.2% of notional initial funds (or almost one-third of actual remaining funds) at stake this weekend, eclipsing the 21.8% we had riding over the course of round 8. We also have the season’s largest bet - 7.6% on the Blues on Saturday. Without doubt, this will be a season-defining weekend for the Fund.
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“ TIPS

Date__Venue Team 1 Price”_Team 2 Price”_|Bet Team 1_bBet Team 2 | Predicted Winner Pred Margin
7-Jub0B Subiace Fremantle (10th) ~ Essendon (16th) - - - 12
6-Jub06 Docklands Carlton (15th) 400 Geelong (11th) - 750% - bl
B-Jub0B M.C.G Hawthorn (13th) §3.45  West Coast (2nd) - 472% - Eil
6-Jub0B Gabba Melbourne (4th) - Brisbane Lions (12th) - - - 18
B-Jub0B Football Park  |Port Adelaide (9th) - Richmond (th) - - - 5
9-Jub0B 5.C.6 Sydney (6th) 5230 Adelaide (1st) - 4.43% - 0
9-Jub06 Docklands StKilda 7th) §185  Collingwood (rd) - 412% - 6
9-Jub05 M.C.G [wester Bulldogs (5th) - Kangaroos (14th) §3.45 - 6.34% 14
057%  6.H%

27.21%





It has to be said that our record this year is singularly unspectacular with each of the teams we’ve wagered on this week: with Carlton we’re 0 and 5; with the Hawks 1 and 3; with Sydney 1 and 2; with the Saints 0 and 2; and with the Roos 1 and 4. In total then we’re 3 and 16 with this motley bunch who, in total, have knocked about 40c off the share price.
On occasion I must admit to feeling a bit like the older parents shaking their heads (one each) at the latest boyfriend their teen daughter has dragged into the house, thinking “what could she possibly see in <insert name here>”. Quite what the Model ‘sees’, in particular, in the Roos, Blues and the Hawks – respectively 13th, 14th and 15th on the ladder – at this stage of the season, makes me shake my head too, but I’d be delighted to be find myself lucratively clueless.
With so many bets in play, the weekend offers a smorgasbord of outcomes. Filling our plate with five wins will see the share price rocket to $1.43 (regrettably, an outcome with odds only of about 285/1 if Sportsbet’s odds are correct); gorging, instead, on five losses will lead to heartburn and a drop in the share price to $0.56 (an outcome with odds of about 15/2 if Sportsbet’s odds are correct).
To keep it simple - to make a profit for the weekend, we need:

· Carlton to win, or

· The Roos and one other team to win, or

· Hawthorn, Sydney and St Kilda to win

Turning to tipping, we see that the Model has retreated once more to the safety of the favourites, though it does see some danger for Freo, Port, the Saints and the Bulldogs, all of whom the Model expects to win by less than 3 clear goals (at or above which margin the Model tips correctly 81% of the time and below which it tips at only 53%)
The match of the round must surely be either the Sydney/Adelaide or the Saints/Pies clash, though the Port/Richmond game will also be vitally important in the battle for spots in the 8.
The MAFL benchmark portfolios have picked up a little over the last few weeks. As at 3:00pm on Thursday:

· MAFL Portfolio #1 is down 5.1% since the benchmark date

· MAFL Portfolio #2 is down 3.0% since the benchmark date

· The Combined Portfolio is now down 4.2% since the benchmark date (about a 6% point recovery since last we looked)
Cheers for now,

Tony
